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ever is at all analogous to itself, has conferred a high
'degree of importance and of authority upon the
members of the legal profession. In English society
^lawyers do not occupy the first rank, but they are
contented with the station assigned to them ; they
Constitute, as it were, the younger branch of the
English aristocracy, and they are attached to their
elder brothers, although they do not enjoy all their
privileges. The English lawyers consequently mingle
"the taste and the ideas of the aristocratic circles in
which they move with the aristocratic interests of
their profession. . . .
In America there are no nobles or men of letters,
and the people is apt to mistrust the wealthy ;
lawyers consequently form the highest political class,
and the most cultivated circle of society. They have,
therefore, nothing to gain by innovation, which adds
a conservative interest to their natural taste for public
Border. If I were asked where I place the American
* aristocracy, I should reply without hesitation that it
is not composed of the rich, who are united together
by no common tie, but that it occupies the judicial
bench and the bar.
The more we reflect upon all that occurs in the
United States the more shall we be persuaded that
the lawyers as a body form the most powerful, if not
the only, counterpoise to the democratic element. In
that country we perceive how eminently the legal
profession is qualified by its powers, and even by its
defects, to neutralize the vices which are inherent in
popular government. When the American people is
intoxicated by passion, or carried away by the im-
petuosity of its ideas, it is checked and stopped by
the almost invisible influence of its legal counsellors,
who secretly oppose their aristocratic propensities to
its democratic instincts, their superstitious attach-